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As the first term streams towards the finish line 
(just where did those weeks ago?); we’ve only 
just swallowed the last of the Christmas cake - and 
the hot cross buns are already well-established at 
the end of every second aisle in the supermarket.  
 

Start of year conversations. 
Thanks for joining in. Obviously, those 
conversations differ from child to child; teacher to 
teacher – and, in case we’re not mistaken - that 
well could be because every child is different. As 
in: each child is an individual; as are their parents; 
and their teachers. Unsurprisingly, the kids’ ages, 
stages, needs and circumstances are individual 
too; so each needs to be treated individually.  
 
Different approaches to conducting them have also 
been a feature of the 2014 discussions. 
Consequently, some families have had the 
traditional ten-minute slots on Wednesday / 
Thursday this week. Others have had longer (some 
much longer) discussions with teachers; who have 
conducted them right through the term – something 
that all teachers will be doing next year, because 
different kids, and families, need different things.  
 
To quote Associate Minister for Climate Change 
Issues, Tim Groser, “One size does not fit all.” He 
was speaking in reference to government not 
taking a hands-on approach to solving NZ climate 
change issues (National Radio 1 April 2014). “We 
still think it's better to give generalised approaches 
and let local communities work through that 
process within their own democratic frameworks," 
he said. 
 
Odd then that, despite the insurmountable 
evidence to the contrary: the same philosophy is 
not being applied by the same government to 
educating the country’s children. By their very 
nature, National Standards demand that “one size 
fits all” (or more accurately): all will be made to fit 
one size – irrespective of their individual 
circumstances.  
 
The thoroughly well researched and globally well-
received New Zealand Curriculum was designed 
precisely to “give generalised approaches and let 

local communities work through that process within 
their own democratic frameworks” in terms of 
implementing the school curriculum.  
 
Ironic……….if it wasn’t so serious. We’re being 
groomed to face dramatic global climate change with 
a population doomed to an increasingly narrow, 
conformist education based on everyone being 
required to tick the box instead of being taught to think 
outside of it. Not exactly a recipe for success, is it? 
 

Annual school donation 
The Board of Trustees has retained unchanged for yet 

another year, the school annual donation request:  
 $60.00 for the first child in a family  

 $90.00 if you have two or more Waverley kids. 
 

Please note: school donations are a legitimate 
claim against your tax return – keep your receipts. 
 

  Bank details... 
The school’s bank account number: 
12 3154 0103559 00 under your child’s name and a 
reference tag (eg: “Donation”).  
 

Coming up … 
April 
11  Whanau afternoon – from 1.30pm 
17  Easter Service – 10.10am 
     Term 1 ends – 3.00pm 
May  
05  Term 2 begins 
19  BOT meeting 

 

 

Nice try… 
The bloke had received a hefty parking ticket. He 
testified to the traffic court judge that a uniformed 
policeman had given his OK for him to park where he 
had. The judge asked him if he would recognize the 
Officer if he ever saw him again; the guy replied that 
he would. 
"Good,” responded the judge; “When you next see 
him, tell him he owes you ninety-eight dollars. Next 
case…" 
 

Until next week, ka kite. 
Kerry Hawkins & staff 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

School Holiday programme for this terms 
holidays and FREE Open Day at Muze-Art 

School Holiday Programme. 
 

Music Boot Camp Mon 28 April 9am - 12pm  
Cost $25.00.  Musical activities, games, 

songwriting and composition. 
 

Music Boot Camp Thur 1May 9am - 12pm  
Cost $25.00 Musical activities, games, 

songwriting and composition. 
 

Guitar Boot Camp Wed 30th April 9am -12pm 
Cost $25.00 Bring your guitar and learn how to 
play, jam, solo and perform. (Bring your guitar) 

 
Registration Essential  

Phone Anna 2131191 or  
visit www.muze-art.com  or 

email anna@annacannon.co.nz 

 
 

Get out the vote… 
One million Kiwis didn't vote last election. The Get 
Out The Vote campaign - an independent, non-
partisan project of the New Zealand union 
movement - aims to change that. Check out 

www.getoutthevote.org.nz 
 
Have your say this time around – it’s important that 
you do. 

 
 

 

 

 

Easter Raffle Cards … 
 Please ensure all raffle cards are returned SOLD or 
UNSOLD by Monday 14 April.  
We desperately need more Easter items for prizes. 
The raffle will be drawn on Wednesday 16 April. 

 
 

Waverley Park School: 
proud to be supported by the
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